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SUMMARY OF GRANT APPLICATION 

Primary Applicant Name 
Nelson Communications Cooperative dba Ntec 

Amount of Broadband Grant Request (round to nearest dollar) 
 $1,254,528 

Federal Employer Identification No. 
39-0790115 

Amount of Matching Funds Pledged (round to nearest dollar) 
$871,791 

Contact Name and Title 
Laura Gullickson, CFO 

 

Total Cost of Proposed Project (round to nearest dollar) 
$2,126,319 

Telephone Number 
715-672-4204 

Project Name 
Town of Albany & Town of Canton 

E-mail Address(es) 
laura@ntec.net 

Type of Proposed Broadband Service (FTTH, Cable, DSL, etc.) 
FTTH 

Grant Manager, if different than Primary Applicant  
N/A 

Type of Proposed Project (Last-mile, Middle-Mile, backbone, other)  
Last-Mile 

Grant Manager Contact Name 
N/A 

Grant Manager Email Address and Telephone Number 
N/A 

If the application proposes a public-private partnership, list the names, addresses, and FEINs of the partner companies or organizations 
Pepin County 39-6005728, 740 Seventh Ave W, Durand, WI 54736; attn. Pamela Hansen 715-672-8704 
phansen@co.pepin.wi.us  
Town of Albany, 39- 6008073, W1471 Albany W, Mondovi, WI 54755, Chairman Adolph Pichler, clerk Julie Heck 
albanytownshipcler@yahoo.com  
Buffalo County 39-6005673, 407 S 2nd Street, Alma, WI 54610, Stephen Schiffli, Economic Development 
Coordinator, 608-685-9101  
Stephen.schiffli@co.buffalo.wi.us 
Town of Canton, 39-1356780, W1660 Fichtenbauer Rd, Nelson, WI 54755, Chairman Tony Poeschel 
poescheltony@gmail.com 
 

Brief Project Description (2 sentences)  
This application expands FTTH broadband to the Township of Albany and the Township of Canton in Wisconsin’s agricultural sector. Parts of 
this area are Unserved by PSC definition. Ntec requests partial funding of $1,254,528 of a total project cost of $2,126,319 
 

Maximum Proposed Download Transmission Speed 
FTTH: up to 1 GIG 
 

Maximum Proposed Upload Transmission Speed 
FTTH: up to 1 GIG 

Minimum Proposed Download Speed to Customer Location   
50 Mbps 

Minimum Proposed Upload Transmission Speed to Customer Location  
50 Mbps 

County or Counties served by this project 
Pepin County & Buffalo County, Wisconsin 

Community or Communities served by this project 
Town of Albany and Town of  Canton 

mailto:laura@ntec.net
mailto:phansen@co.pepin.wi.us
mailto:albanytownshipcler@yahoo.com
mailto:Stephen.schiffli@co.buffalo.wi.us
mailto:poescheltony@gmail.com


Ntec FY2022 Towns of Albany and Canton Fiber Broadband 

3 
 
 
 

List of the broadband service providers, if any, currently serving the area the applicant proposes to serve 
Frontier, Hughesnet, Viasat  
 
 

Does proposed project serve an unserved area of the State, as 
defined in Section 1.4 of the application instruction? (yes/no) 
 
Yes per speed tests, no per PSC map 
 
 

Is the Applicant certified as a Broadband Forward! Community or 
Telecommuter Forward! Community, or does the grant project 
propose to serve a Broadband Forward! Community or 
Telecommuter Forward! Community? (yes/no) Yes 
 

For last mile projects or component, the expected number of 
Business Locations that will have access to the improved 
broadband service (i.e., total business locations passed or with new 
service access). 24 
 

For last mile projects or components, the expected number of 
Residential Locations that will have access to the improved 
broadband service (i.e., total residential locations passed or with new 
service access). 212 
 

Of the improved business locations, how many locations are 
unserved? Not all tested, 9 reported speeds less than 2/.5 Mbps 

Of the improved residential locations, how many are unserved? 
Of those that reported, 27 reported speeds of 3 or less 

For providers that are eligible telecommunications carriers will the 
proposed broadband service be available to Lifeline customers? 
(yes/no) Yes 

Are there any programs available for low-income households to 
access low-cost service or discounts? (yes/no) Yes  

Is the internet service provider currently participating in the 
Emergency Broadband Benefit Program? (yes/no)  Yes 

Is the internet service provider currently participating in the 
Department of Public Instruction and CESA purchasing’s Digital 
Learning Bridge? (yes/no)  Yes 
 

Did the internet service provider participate in the Public Service 
Commission’s voluntary Broadband Coverage Data Collection in 
2012? (yes/no) Yes 
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Line:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

#:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

871,790.90$       Total:

100,000.00$              

-$                             

Total:

31,191.23$                

Pledge:

2,126,319.27$    

Cash 100,000.00$              
Pepin County Partner Cash

41.0% match requested
1,254,528.37$   871,790.90$      

Other

5,215.20$                 12,720.00$                
-$                             

Budget

Description / Category:

-$                             

1,946,420.65$           798,032.47$             
-$                             

1,148,388.18$         
Contractual, Consultant Fees

Total:Match:Grant Funds:

Grant Summary

Project:Grant Applicant:
Ntec Town of Albany and Town of Canton

Equipment
98,635.39$               

Travel
Permitting, Licensing Fees

Town of Canton Partner

Labor (Salary, Fringe) 7,504.80$                 

Please complete this form using Microsoft Excel. A PDF copy must be attached to your application as page four.  In 
addition, this form must also be uploaded to ERF in Excel format.

Cash

Pledge Type:

68,543.23$               

Supplies

Pledged Contributions

Entity: Entity Type:

Town of Albany Applicant

Ntec Partner Cash 543,599.67$              

167,178.62$              

Buffalo County Partner Cash 97,000.00$                

 



Ntec FY2022 Towns of Albany and Canton Fiber Broadband 

5 
 
 
 

 



Ntec FY2022 Towns of Albany and Canton Fiber Broadband 

6 
 
 
 

 

Albany & Canton Project KMZ files have been separately submitted to the PSCW Broadband Office 
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As you can see in the copy of the WI PSC map above, the Town of Albany and Town of Canton do not 
touch each other, however they are connected by the Town of Mondovi project which we will be 
constructing this summer.  Infrastructure used in the Town of Mondovi project will also be able to be 
used in both the Canton and Albany Townships where they touch the Town of Mondovi Project.  These 
areas are all marked by Pink or Red in the latest PSC Map with the Broadband Expansion Grant Unserved 
or Underserved Guidelines. 
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The Towns of Albany and Canton are rural doughnut holes completely surrounded by areas served by 
Fiber (once our Town of Mondovi project is complete). In their ruralness they have been left out of other 
grant projects. 

3.2.1 a) Grant applicant Nelson: Communications Cooperative dba Ntec. 318 Third Ave W, 
Durand, WI 54736, 715-672-4204, Contact Laura Gullickson, CFO, laura@ntec.net. 

b) Grant partners in this application:  

• Ntec has entered into Public-Private Partnerships with Pepin County. The county will be providing 
a $100,000 grant for the purpose of this project. Funds will be provided upon completion of 
construction. Pepin County, Pamela Hansen 715-672-8704 phansen@co.pepin.wi.us 
 

• Ntec has also entered into a Public Private Partnership with The Town of Albany, stating they will 
provide a contribution of $100,000 to Ntec upon completion of the fiber facilities for the Project. 
Clerk Julie Heck albanytownshipcler@yahoo.com  
 

• Ntec has entered into a Public-Private Partnerships with Buffalo County. The county will be 
providing a $97,000 grant for the purpose of this project. Funds will be provided upon completion 
of construction. Buffalo County, Stephen Schiffli Economic Development Manager 608-685-9101 
stephen.schiffli@co.buffalo.wi.us  
 

• Ntec has also entered into a Public Private Partnership with The Town of Canton, stating they will 
provide a contribution of $31,191.23 to Ntec upon completion of the fiber facilities for the Project. 
Chairman Tony Poeschel poescheltony@gmail.com 
 
 

c) Nelson Communications Cooperative (Ntec) is an Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier certified 
to provide telecommunications service in the State of Wisconsin pursuant to Section 
196.50(2)(b) of the Wisconsin State Statute.  

 

3.2.2 Description of the Project 

a) Static map was provided on page 4. This area of Pepin and Buffalo County is especially hilly, 
which prevents cost effective business cases for privately-funded broadband deployment 

b) The project area does NOT lie within a census block designated as served. 

c) We will be providing service to 212 locations, included in that total are 40 farms and 24 
businesses.  Of these, so far 9 business have reported speeds defined as unserved, and 27 
residences.  There are no seasonal residents or tourists in this area at this time. 

mailto:laura@ntec.net
mailto:phansen@co.pepin.wi.us
mailto:albanytownshipcler@yahoo.com
mailto:stephen.schiffli@co.buffalo.wi.us
mailto:poescheltony@gmail.com
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Our internet packages start at 50/50 Mbps symmetrical up to 1 Gbps symmetrical. We will also 
have a 25/25 package available for low income families. 

d) Our project is last mile. 

e) Ntec will provide its broadband service exclusively using a fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) network 
and using Active Ethernet technology. It will be a dedicated network. This fiber network will use 
the same standards as the company’s existing fiber network used in Ntec’s existing service 
territories. We capture economies of scale through expanded use of our existing Calix 
Infrastructure. 

We utilize Calix equipment for the main electronics. B6-318 Blades will be used as well as Calix 
716GEI ONTs. 

g) Assuming grant awardee notifications by early fall of 2022, and that material availability does 
not slow the project down, we schedule the following timeline. 

• Complete Bids & Contracts November 2022 
• Site Surveys   February 2023 
• Construction begins  April 2023 
• Splicing begins   Fall 2023 
• Begin connecting homes Winter 2023 
• Project Completed   No later than August 2024. 

 

3.2.3 a) Itemized Budget 

Ntec will own and operate the proposed broadband network. We have existing Calix Network 
infrastructures that will be used along with the fiber optic cable that will be buried to each premise. 

b) All grant monies will be spent on the construction of a FTTH network in Albany and Canton, WI. 
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NTEC Albany & Canton Township OPC

Unit Quantities From Contract
Unit Labor Materials Labor + Mat. Qty Extended

BD5 120.00$          115.20$ 235.20$              208 48,921.60$         
BDFO 180.00$          450.00$ 630.00$              8 5,040.00$           
BFO12 2.00$               0.33$      2.33$                   25124 58,538.92$         
BFO24 2.00$               0.39$      2.39$                   136576 326,416.64$       
BFO48 2.00$               0.48$      2.48$                   83552 207,208.96$       
BFO48i 1.40$               0.48$      1.88$                   0 -$                     
BFO72 2.00$               0.75$      2.75$                   0 -$                     
BFO96 2.00$               0.90$      2.90$                   21115 61,233.50$         
BFO96i 1.40$               0.90$      2.30$                   0 -$                     
BFO144 2.00$               1.05$      3.05$                   12095 36,889.75$         
BFO288 1.40$               2.45$      3.85$                   12143 46,750.55$         
BFOV(1-1.25)(12W) 13.00$             3.15$      16.15$                0 -$                     
BFOV(1-1.25)(3-12W) 16.00$             8.35$      24.35$                0 -$                     
BFOV(2-1.25)(12W) 15.00$             3.70$      18.70$                0 -$                     
BFOV(2-12W) 14.00$             5.20$      19.20$                0 -$                     
BHF(36x30x36) 700.00$          500.00$ 1,200.00$           0 -$                     
BHF-T 250.00$          190.00$ 440.00$              208 91,520.00$         
BM2(5/8)(8) 35.00$             35.00$    70.00$                216 15,120.00$         
BM21-NODE 700.00$          400.00$ 1,100.00$           2 2,200.00$           
BM53 35.00$             32.75$    67.75$                158 10,704.50$         
BM60(1-1.25) 11.00$             0.55$      11.55$                24767 286,058.85$       
BM70 35.00$             -$        35.00$                200 7,000.00$           
BM72 40.00$             25.00$    65.00$                0 -$                     
BM73 40.00$             35.00$    75.00$                0 -$                     
HBFOM 250.00$          433.35$ 683.35$              10 6,833.50$           
HBFO C-BOX 250.00$          229.10$ 479.10$              208 99,652.80$         
HBFO Tray 25.00$             20.10$    45.10$                36 1,623.60$           
HO1 35.00$             0.29$      35.29$                1909 67,368.61$         
HO1P 40.00$             12.00$    52.00$                217 11,284.00$         
BM83 15.00$             4.71$      19.71$                217 4,277.07$           
FNID 95.00$             21.68$    116.68$              217 25,319.56$         
SEBO4 1.18$               0.24$      1.42$                   89481 127,063.02$       
SEBOV 2.87$               0.35$      3.22$                   79016 254,431.52$       
Totals 1,801,456.95$   

Finley Engineering 84,537.62           
Staking 82,641.00           
5 Calix Blades 39,205.00           
212 ONTs 44,172.32           
Power Supply ONT 2,683.92              
SFP Lasers 13,246.46           
Clearfield Jumpers 15,416.00           
Site Surveys (Finley) 30,240.00           
Installation (Ntec) 12,720.00           
Project Total 2,126,319.27$   
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3.2.4 Priority Factors Supporting the Application 

a) Matching Funds Three entities will contribute matching funds toward completion of this key 
project: 

• Pepin County commits to contribute $100,000. 
• The Town of Albany commits to contribute $100,000 

• Buffalo County commits to contribute $97,000. 
• The Town of Canton commits to contribute $31,191.23, all of its ARPA funds 

• Ntec commits to contribute $640,600, and will self-fund project overruns. (See attached) 

b) Public-private partnerships Ntec has entered into a Public-Private Partnership with Buffalo and 
Pepin County.  

• Pepin county will be providing a $100,000 grant for the purpose of this project. Funds will 
be provided upon completion of construction. Pepin County, Pamela Hansen 715-672-
8704 phansen@co.pepin.wi.us 

• The Town of Albany, through a public/private partnership agreement will provide a 
contribution of $100,000 to Ntec upon completion of the fiber facilities for the Project. 
Clerk Julie Heck albanytownshipcler@yahoo.com  

• Buffalo county will be providing a $97,000 grant for the purpose of this project. Funds will 
be provided upon completion of construction. Buffalo County, Stephen Schiffli, Economic 
Development Manager, 608-685-9101 Stephen.schiffli@co.buffalo.wi.us 
 

• The Town of Canton, through a public/private partnership agreement will provide a 
contribution of $31,191.23 to Ntec upon completion of the fiber facilities for the Project. 
Chairman Tony Poeschel , poescheltony@gmail.com 
 

c) Existing broadband service The Wisconsin broadband Map shows incumbent landline provider 
Frontier Communications advertising DSL speeds at 6/1 Mbps and 12/1 Mbps, Residents who 
completed speed tests reported much lower speeds.  It is on the basis of these speed tests that 
the state of Wisconsin broadband map should regard much more of the project area as 
“unserved”. 

There is no reason to believe Frontier has plans to fund additional broadband investment in 
coming years. 

mailto:phansen@co.pepin.wi.us
mailto:albanytownshipcler@yahoo.com
mailto:Stephen.schiffli@co.buffalo.wi.us
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Hughes Net and ViaSat are listed as satellite providers, with availability and broadband speeds 
regularly limited by topography, weather, and foliage. 

No RDOF awards are known to have been made in the proposed project area.  LTD Broadband, 
LLC is known to have received awards to the north and south of the project area, and there are 
reasons to doubt they will successfully meet FCC obligations in the state of Wisconsin. 

Verizon is the only wireless network in the area and has very spotty cellular service. 

d) Project Impact The geographic area is rural primarily farmland with very hilly topography. The 
population density is 17.2 people per square mile, with 5.2 homes per square mile. 

Economic development in The Town of Albany has long been stymied by the lack of high-speed 
broadband services.  Businesses in this rural community are, by nature small.  Here are just a few 
examples leading to this application:  

• Northside Bar & Grill complains they can’t use credit card machines due to unreliable 
internet; they also can’t pay bills or use online ordering.   

• Sharon Bauer a farmer, complains that while she can’t hear weather sirens in the country, 
she also can’t look up severe weather on the internet.  For her farming business she must 
have a relative who lives elsewhere use his computer to assist them with buying and selling 
and checking prices.  

• Another small business owner would like to use the internet for pricing materials and 
researching products.  

• Berger’s ATV Sales & Service complains he cannot order parts and accessories or use online 
research and manuals to troubleshoot.  

• A college student majoring in nursing says she can’t sign up for classes only offered online.  
Several individuals mentioned their children were falling behind in school when they are 
required to attend classes from home due to Covid.  

• A home daycare provider cannot use internet for projects, music lesson ideas, and 
alphabet games.  

• JDJ Rentals, LLC says that the property they own in this area is hard to rent due to lack of 
internet service, another homeowner is worried about being able to sell their property. 

• Jason Kahler wrote, “We need internet to do online school, work from home, run a small 
business, and read daily news. We feel cut off from society because of poor internet, 
Frontier is horrible. Please help us.” He also said “Employees can’t file payroll taxes, send 
information to accountant, or government reporting feels like a 3rd world country with 
this internet” He reported speed test of 2.63/.86 Mbps. 
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Scariest of all is the story from Mike Wright, whose wife was unable to call 911 when a pole barn 
fell on him. (See attached newspaper article) Mike is grateful that Ntec will be bringing in a VOIP 
phone system to complement the internet services. 

In The Town of Canton additional complaints are.   

• A landscaping company reports that they cannot use billing and research services without 
internet access.  

• Several individuals would be able to work from home if they had reliable internet, but with 
current provider, their employers won’t allow that. 

• Multiple parents state their children cannot do online schoolwork or access online 
textbooks. 

• Dugan Valley Dairy complains that they are unable to do online purchasing, payroll, sales, 
research, tax filings, online hedging and bill paying.  They have Dairy Robotics but are 
unable to remotely log into the system, if the robots can’t access the internet, they have 
down times that cost them money. 

• Dziekan Heating & Air Conditioning says they cannot do payroll, payables, purchasing and 
all other facets of business that require internet access. 

• Kirsten Heck says she doesn’t bother to try to subscribe to Frontier Internet, it is unusable, 
she drives to the City of Mondovi Library for internet needs. 

• Tucker Silberhorn, owner of Contract Manufacturing Services says that he cannot install 
security cameras as the internet service is too unreliable. 

In total, there are 37 farmers in this service area, 24 businesses, and several individuals who could 
work from home if they had adequate internet and 200 residences. 

Pricing 

50/50 Mbps   $  74.95/month 
100/100 Mbps  $104.95/month 
250/250 Mbps  $134.95/month 
500/500 Mbps  $194.95/Month 
1/1 Gbps  $274.95/Month 

 
Ntec is enrolled as a provider in the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) and Lifeline. Anyone 
eligible for those programs will qualify for the affordable service option of 25/25 Mbps.  
 

25/25 Mbps  $  49.95/month – affordable service option for eligible consumers 
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e) Scalability Ntec will be doing construction for the Town of Mondovi this summer for a grant won 
in the previous grant cycle. A node and cabinet being placed with that project will also be utilized 
for the  Town of Albany and Canton projects and be a cost saver. In addition to broadband, we 
anticipate offering the residents a VoIP phone product.  

The infrastructure we will construct will allow for 1 Gig speeds today and 10 Gig speeds in the 
future. 

f) Economic Development The towns of Albany and Canton have experienced declining real estate 
values as potential buyers are hesitant to buy a property without internet access. Most buyers are 
aware this is a problem in this area and ask before making an offer. Land sales to potential builders 
are non-existent without internet access. As mentioned above rental properties are difficult to 
lease. 

United Health Group is a large employer in this area and provides most of its workers the 
opportunity to work from home. Several of the residents in Albany currently are employed there 
and would be provided this benefit. United Health Group requires fiber to the home and already 
has a working relationship with Ntec setting up these accounts. Customers with our service will be 
preferrable hires to United Health Group. 

g) Effect upon broadband service to adjacent areas as mentioned above Frontier is the existing 
provider and they have been unwilling to update their facilities in this area. 

Ntec’s Town of Albany deployment will increase property tax roll and boost economic activity and 
employment throughout Pepin and Buffalo County as evidenced by the County’s $100,000 and 
$97,000 contribution to this project. 

This is an extremely rural and sparsely populated area of Pepin and Buffalo County. 

3.2.5  a) Other Information Supporting this Application 

Nelson Communications Cooperative (Ntec) is an Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier certified to 
provide telecommunications service in the State of Wisconsin pursuant to Section 196.50(2)(b) of 
the Wisconsin State Statute. Ntec has demonstrated its ability to plan, finance, build and manage 
complex communications projects over its past 74 years. 

Ntec has demonstrated financial, technical and operational abilities to successfully bring 
broadband infrastructure to the Town of Albany.  In recent Broadband Expansion grants: 
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In 2020, Ntec completed a successful grant project with Buffalo County bring fiber-to-the-
home (FTTH) to a very rural part of Western Wisconsin that would not otherwise have 
adequate internet access. The project was completed in less than one year from being 
awarded the grant. 4 residences were connected, two of them were farmers and one was 
a United Health Group employee who is now able to work from home. 

• In 2021 we were awarded a grant for the Town of Mondovi. We have been purchasing 
materials throughout the winter (we have been able to receive purchasing discounts as we 
have also purchased materials for the anticipated project we are currently applying for) to 
start construction in the spring. 

It’s reputation as a strong Cooperative in western Wisconsin continues to spread fiber broadband 
services beyond its traditional ETC exchange area: 

• In 2009, Ntec began a FTTH build out in its’ ILEC area. This $21 million dollar project was 
completed in 2015 bringing an all fiber network to 100% of our regulated service area. In 
January 2017 Ntec was recognized as a Certified Gig-Capable Provider by NTCA – the Rural 
Broadband Association. 
 

• Ntec owns a subsidiary company that provides cable internet to two communities outside 
of our ILEC area. In the past five years we have made upgrades to this system adding a new 
CMTS using an OFDM carrier, new 3.1 cable modems and adding multiple fiber nodes to 
reduce node size. This has allowed us to increase speeds in these areas to 250 meg up and 
50 meg down.  

a) The proposed project will not duplicate existing broadband infrastructure.  Frontier has not 
suggested that it will either reinforce its existing copper DSL infrastructure, not invest in FTTH in 
this area.  

b) Nelson Communications Cooperative dba Ntec has 74 years of experience in the 
communication industry serving our local communities. Ntec is a Wisconsin cooperative owned by 
its community members and we understand the value of serving our rural communities. We know 
that rural youth have the potential to become the leaders and innovators of tomorrow. We also 
understand how important High Speed Broadband is to rural farmers and business owners.  
 
Ntec has a strong cash and equity position. 
 
f) A description of how the proposed project will affect the ability of individuals to access 
health care service from home, including any impact upon the costs of those services. 
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Marshfield Clinic located 30 miles away has already demonstrated their desire to improve 
telehealth in the rural communities by contributing $10,000 funding to our Town of Mondovi 
Project (they only contribute once to a providers’ projects).  

Several residents expressed a desire to access telehealth doctor visits, access medical portals to 
communicate with their doctors, research medical conditions and order prescriptions. United 
Health Group offers telehealth visits for consumers with their insurance.  

Mayo clinic is located 30 miles away. They have an online patient portal for patients to 
communicate with doctors and schedule appointments, pay bills, refill prescriptions. 
 
g) A description of how the proposed project will affect the ability of students to access 
educational opportunities from home. 
 
The Town of Albany and Canton project will increase access to online educational opportunities 
that were limited by winter travel, pandemic concerns, and raise future earnings   

• The Albrecht family home schools their children and is limited in online courses they can 
access along with connecting with other home school groups and resources.  
 

• Two families mentioned that they had to send their children to Grandparent’s homes to 
access online classes during Covid and or quarantine. Other families took their students to 
the schools parking lot to access Wi-Fi and complete schoolwork in the car.  
 

• Several families mentioned the inability to access online college classes for their high 
school and graduated students.  
 

• Chippewa Valley Technical College 30 miles away only offers some of their courses online. 
 
 

h) A description of actions taken by a city, village, town, or county in support of the grant 
application that have not been discussed in the context of a public-private partnership above, 
including but not limited to: 

The Towns of Albany and Canton initially contacted Ntec requesting our assistance in obtaining 
high speed broadband for their community. The Towns are contributing all of their ARPA funds 
and additional money to provide a $100,000 contribution for Albany and over $31,000 for 
Canton. The towns applied for Telecommuter Forward! Community Certification as part of this 
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process. The Towns have held monthly meetings since August informing the community 
members of the planned project and generating support. 

4.5.3 Review of Proposed Evaluation Criteria 

a) Matching Funds (10 points) Pepin County will contribute $100,000. The Town of Albany will 
contribute $100,000. Buffalo County will contribute $97,000 and the Town of Canton will 
contribute $31,191.23 

b) Public-private partnerships (10 points) Ntec has partnered with both Pepin and Buffalo 
County and the Town of Albany and Canton for this project. 

c) Existing Broadband Service (15 points) While the PSC broadband maps show that Frontier 
provides speeds of 6/1 or 12/1 in this area, the residents who provided speed tests to us 
showed that they were not able to achieve speeds of 5/.6 which is the PSC definition of 
unserved  

d) Project Impact (15 points) This project will have significant impact on the lives on the 
residents in the Town of Albany providing them with the capability of Gig service to their 
homes. One of the residents in the area compared it to living in a 3rd world country with his 
current speeds.   

e) Scalability (10 points) The Albany project is adjacent to Ntec’s current ILEC service area. This 
project will allow us to expand our service area without the need to purchase additional 
central office equipment. 

f) Economic development (10 points) Residents of the proposed project would be eligible to 
work from home with United Health Group. Home Businesses would be able to grow their 
business with access to advertising and selling online. Home prices would increase if buyers 
were not scared away by lack of internet. Farmers would be able to generate more revenue 
by being able to track market trends. Developers may become interested in land purchases 
for development. 

g) Effect upon broadband service to adjacent areas the existing provider, Frontier has stated 
that they have no plans to develop their network in this area. 

i) Letters of Support follow. Including Letters from Senator Warren Petryk, the Durand and 
Mondovi School Districts, and Senator Jeff Smith 
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March 4, 2022 
 
Stephanie Powell Coker 
Secretary to the Commission  
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
North Tower-6th Floor 
Madison, WI 53705-9100 
 

Dear Review Panel Members, 
 
As you consider applications for the 2022 round of the Broadband Expansion Grant Program, I 
urge you to consider Nelson Telephone Cooperative for their broadband deployment project. 
Nelson Telephone Cooperative has shown a strong dedication to expanding broadband to 
underserved and unserved areas in Buffalo County, Wisconsin and will continue to do so with 
their new proposed project in the Township of Canton. This project for your consideration will 
have a positive impact on residents in this community.  
 
Nelson Telephone Cooperative has served west-central Wisconsin for 76 years. The 
Cooperative has exemplary customer service and a commendable track record of 
expanding broadband to rural areas in Wisconsin.  
 
As you know, Buffalo County is home to over 13,000 residents and contains seven school 
districts. The COVID-19 pandemic forced our communities to operate remotely, emphasizing 
the importance of broadband access for our students, families, and farmers to thrive. Without 
reliable broadband access, the effects of the pandemic were compounded and rural 
communities were hit harder than other areas of Wisconsin.  
 
Nelson Telephone Cooperative aims to bring 46 homes, including five farms, fiber cable within 
the Township of Canton. This project’s success will increase in property values, connections for 
our businesses, and the ability for agriculture to utilize new innovative technologies. Our 
students will have more education opportunities and our elderly will have better access to 
telehealth. The Township of Canton is a beautiful and valued part of the state, and the approval 
of this grant application would allow them to improve residents’ quality of life. 
 
I am proud to represent Wisconsin’s 31st Senate District, and I am committed to the betterment 
of Wisconsin as a whole. I recommend the approval of this grant application because I believe 
that Buffalo County is a great place to live and raise a family and that Nelson Telephone 
Cooperative is dedicated to helping these areas receive the broadband services they need. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

   
JEFF SMITH 
State Senator  
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